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appoints ministers1 and the real confidence of the
House of Commons keeps them in office.

The reign of Anne is generally and rightly regarded
as marking the triumph of party in English political
affairs. T\vo qualifications need, however, to be borne
in mind. First, parties had been felt to be not quite
respectable. They received opprobrious nicknames-
Whigs from lawless Scottish Covenanters, and Tories
from, if anything, slightly more lawless Irish Catholics
-and the names stuck. Secondly, it is true that Queen
Anne fought the great war with a Whig ministry but
a Tory ministry made the peace that ended it. As her
reign went on, the members of the Council became
more and more definitely of the same party com-
plexion. But her death created a crisis and at the
height of that crisis two great Whig Lords, Somerset
and Argyll, dashed to London, broke in on the Coun-
cil, which was not itself of one mind on the dynastic
issue, and by their intervention made it certain that
the heralds should proclaim King George and not
King James. What the two Whig Lords had in fact
done, as they may themselves perhaps have realised,
was to turn out the Tory ministry without the for-
mality of a Parliamentary vote.

The accession of George I made a Whig Govern-
ment certain because the loyalty of the Tories could

*Thc normal procedure is that, on tendering his resignation,
a retiring Prime Minister advises the Sovereign for whom he should
send. The party leader sent for is invited to form an administra-
tion. If the invitation is accepted the new Prime Minister submits
a list of appointments to his Cabinet for formal approval.